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EUCIS-LLL INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR  

MEASURING PROGRESS IN LIFELONG LEARNING 

 5 DECEMBER 2013 – 12’00-15’00   
 

EUCIS-LLL organises its third Lifelong Learning Week in the European Parliament, Brussels, from 2 
to 6 December 2013. This year, the Week will have a particular focus on the upcoming European 
Elections of Spring 2014. At this occasion EUCIS-LLL will organise an international seminar on 
“Measuring progress in lifelong learning” to be held on 5 December from 12:00 to 15:00. 
 
Venue: Jozsef Antall 6Q1 
 
 
PRESENTATION 
Progress is defined as development towards an improved or more advanced condition and as 
such, is highly subjective and subjected to various political interpretations and measurement 
methods1. Our nations’ progress is a holistic concept encompassing infinite fields of policy action 
including lifelong learning for its various individual and societal benefits. The EU has set 
ambitious goals for lifelong learning as a vector for growth, competitiveness and jobs, but are 
those really a progress? We need to agree first on which direction we want to go. What’s the 
purpose of learning? Empirical evidence has shown that correlating education and growth can be 
hazardous, especially if only education quantity (attainment levels) is measured rather than 
quality (learning outcomes). European citizens live dismal times of crisis and the debate on 
renewed prosperity, social cohesion and well-being has never been that vivid. This leads to reflect 
on what is quality lifelong learning, that is often perceived as improving learning settings (better 
infrastructures, more qualified teachers) rather than improving learning as such, which is by far 
much more challenging. The lack of consensus on what is quality education (formal, non-formal 
and informal) impedes the elaboration of adequate and effective indicators to measure progress 
in lifelong learning. As the definition of quality and progress change according to short-term 
political decisions, the scope of indicators changes as well and measurements are rarely made in 
a sustainable way. The European Commission for instance is constantly working on new and 
more relevant indicators2 that have a central role under the Open Method of Coordination and 
in the European Education and Training Strategic Framework 2020 (ET2020)3. This seminar is 
about rethinking progress measurement in lifelong learning in a partnership approach, as citizens’ 
voice should count in defining what is advanced education and how to make it happen. 

                                                           
1
 The Growth Domestic Product (GDP) was never designed to measure social welfare but the closest 

the decision-makers could use. Many alternative measurement tools were set up (i.e. EU 
Communication “GDP and beyond”, OECD’s Better Life index, WHO’s “Quality of life – BREF), opposing 
“quality of life” to “standards of living”. 
2
 See 2004 Staff Working Paper on "New Indicators in Education and Training”; see also the Standing 

Group on Indicators and Benchmarks (SGIB) meeting twice a year 
3
 See also UNESCO’s work: EFA global monitoring report or Observatory of Learning Outcomes 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0433:FIN:EN:PDF
http://oecdbetterlifeindex.org/#/00005000000
http://www.who.int/substance_abuse/research_tools/whoqolbref/en/
http://crell.jrc.ec.europa.eu/download/New_Indicators_in_ET.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/efareport/
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/observatory-of-learning-outcomes.aspx
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DRAFT AGENDA 

Welcome words and introductory speech (12:00 – 12:15) 

• David LOPEZ, EUCIS-LLL President 
• Sophia ERIKSSON WATERSCHOOT, Head of Unit A1 on Education and Training in Europe 2020 

Governance, DG EAC, European Commission  

 

1. Round table: what do current indicators tell us? How to better use them? (12:15 – 13:15) 
The EU is supporting evidence-based policies and peer learning, it has developed many indicators 
and benchmarks and refers to international indicators such as PISA and PIAAC. How is this data is 
used by policy-makers and civil society?  

Moderator: Dr. Gerhard BISOVSKY, EUCIS-LLL Steering Committee member and Secretary General 

of the Austrian Association for Adult Education Centres 

• Gina EBNER, Secretary General of the European Association for the Education of Adults, EAEA 
• Dr Martin NOACK, Project Manager, “The European Lifelong Learning Indicators (ELLI)”, 

Bertelsmann Stiftung Foundation 
• Jan NIESSEN, Director of Migration Policy Group (MPG), “Education in the Migrant Integration 

Policy Index (MIPEX)” 
• Mantas SEKMOKAS, Policy Officer, Adult education policy sector, DG EAC, European 

Commission 

Questions & Answers 

 
13:15-13:45 Break 
 

2. Round table: what are we aiming at? What should indicators measure? (13:45 – 14:45) 
The EU is calling for a paradigm shift towards a learning outcome approach. Are current 
indicators and benchmarks reflecting this shift? How should we measure progress in learning in 
the future? 

Moderator: Dr. Gerhard BISOVSKY, EUCIS-LLL Steering Committee member and Secretary General 

of the Austrian Association for Adult Education Centres 

• Mr William THORN, in charge of PIAAC, the survey of Adult Skills, OECD 
• Prof. Dr. Jyri MANNINEN, Adult & Continuing Education, University of Eastern Finland, "BeLL - 

Benefits of Lifelong Learning" 
• Jean GORDON, Director of the European Institute of Education and Social Policy, member of 

the Learning for Well-being Consortium 
• Stéphanie LANGSTAFF, NORRAG - Network for international policies and cooperation in 

education and training, Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (Geneva) 

Questions & Answers 

 
 
Closing remarks (14:45 – 15:00) 
 
• David LOPEZ, EUCIS-LLL President 

http://www.eaea.org/
http://www.elli.org/%60
http://www.mipex.eu/
http://www.oecd.org/site/piaac/
http://bell-project.eu/
http://bell-project.eu/
http://www.learningforwellbeing.org/
http://www.norrag.org/

