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The EU programme for Social Change and Innovation (EaSI)	 

EaSI is a financing instrument at EU level 
to promote a high level of quality and 
sustainable employment, guaranteeing 
adequate and decent social protection, 
combating social exclusion and poverty 
and improving working conditions. It 
brings together three EU programmes 
managed separately between 2007 and 
2013: PROGRESS, EURES and Progress 
Microfinance. As of January 2014, these 
programmes form the three axes of EaSI 
and they support:

•	 The modernisation of employment and 
social policies with the PROGRESS 
axis (61% of the total budget). The 
PROGRESS axis of EaSI  is open to all 
public and/or private bodies, actors and 
institutions. It can support cooperation 
with international organisations, in 
particular with the Council of Europe, 
the OECD, and the ILO, with other United 
Nations bodies and with the World 
Bank. To apply for the funding, eligible 
organisations must respond to a call for 
tender and/or to a call of proposals; 

�‡��Job mobility with EURES axis (18% 
of the total budget). This axis covers 
three sections: transparency of job 
vacancies, job applicants and any 

related information for applicants and 
employers; development of services for 
the recruitment and placing of workers in 
employment; cross-border partnerships. 
This axis is open to national, regional and 
local authorities; employment services 
and social partner organisations and 
other interested parties. To apply for 
the funding, eligible organisations must 
respond to a call for tender and/or to a 
call of proposals; 

•	 Microfinance and Social 
Entrepreneurship axis (21% of the 
budget). The objectives of the axis are 
to increase access to, and the availability 
of, microfinance for vulnerable groups 
who want to set up or develop their 
business and micro-enterprises, build up 
the institutional capacity of microcredit 
providers and support the development 
of social enterprises, in particular 
by facilitating access to finance. EU 
countries, EEA countries (in accordance 
with the EEA Agreement), EFTA countries 
and EU candidate countries (or potential 
candidate countries) in line with the 
framework agreements concluded by 
them can participate.

Creative Europe
	

The Creative Europe 
programme (2014-2020)  
was adopted by the 
European Parliament and 
the Council on 11 December 
2013.  It aims to support 
the European audiovisual, 
cultural and creative sector 
and to increase these areas competitiveness 
by 2020, and it is built on the former Culture, 
MEDIA and MEDIA Mundus Programmes 

(2007-2013). Creative Europe is divided into 
two parts: Culture and Media. A third cross-
sector section dedicated to fund cultural 
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entrepreneurship will be operational by 
2016.

The Culture sub-programme finances 
cooperation projects, literary translation as 
well as cultural and creative networks and 
platforms projects, such as performing and 
visual arts, fashion, design, architecture, 
cultural heritage, video games, publishing 
etc. This part of the programme targets 
mostly the rise of new creation and 
production models, the need to facilitate 
the circulation of art works in Europe, the 
proximity with the audience and finally 

the development of digital tools to spread 
European creative personalities’ influence 
abroad.

The MEDIA sub-programme supports the 
European film, audiovisual and videogames 
industries in the development, distribution 
and promotion of their work, while also 
encouraging skills development. It enables 
works to find markets beyond national and 
European borders, and helps professionals 
build productive international networks.

Horizon 2020	

Horizon 2020  is the biggest EU Research 
an Innovation programme ever with nearly 
80 billion EUR of funding available over 
seven years (2014-2020) in addition to 
the private investment that this money will 
attract.

It is the financial instrument implementing 
the “Innovation Union”, a Europe 2020 
flagship initiative aimed at securing 
Europe’s global competitiveness. The first 
calls for proposals were published on 11 
December 2013. The programme supports 
SMEs with a new instrument that runs 
throughout various funded research and 
innovation fields, so it should be easy for 
SMEs to find opportunities in many calls. 

What is more, Horizon 2020 also aims 
to enhance EU international research 
cooperation, so there are more opportunities 
for Third Country participation.

Horizon 2020 is open to everyone and has 
a simple structure. The programme consists 
of three main research areas that are called 
pillars, which are the following:

•	 1st pillar – Excellence Science. It focuses 
on basic science and has a budget of 24 
billion;

•	 2nd pillar – Leadership in enabling 

and industrial technologies. It focuses 
on information and communication 
technologies, nanotechnologies, 
advanced materials, advanced 
manufacturing and processing, 
biotechnology and space. It has a 
budget of €14 billion euro and it is 
managed by DG Enterprise and based 
on Europe 2020 and Innovation Union 
Strategies;	

•	 3rd pillar – Societal challenges. It 
focuses on finding solutions to social 
and economic problems, such as health 
(7.5 b. EUR), food, water, forestry, 
bioeconomy (3.8 b. EUR), energy (5.9 
b. EUR), transport (6.3 b. EUR), climate 
change (3.1 b. EUR), European society 
(1.3 b. EUR), security (1.7 b. EUR). 
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To respond to Horizon 2020 calls, 
you must submit a proposal through 
the Participant Portal:	   

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/
portal

 

Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions (MCSA)  

These actions are part of the Excellence 
Science pillar of Horizon 2020. The MCSA 
support researchers working across all 
disciplines, as well as industrial doctorates, 
combining academic research study with 
work in companies, and other innovative 
training that enhances employability and 

career development. It enables research-
focused organisations to host talented 
foreign researchers and to create strategic 
partnerships with leading institutions 
worldwide. The Research Executive Agency 
(REA) implements the activities of MCSA.

European Research Council grants

The European Research Council (ERC) 
grants support individual researchers of any 
nationality and age who wish to pursue their 
frontier research. The ERC encourages in 
particular proposals that cross disciplinary 
boundaries, pioneering ideas that address 

new and emerging fields and applications 
that introduce unconventional, innovative

approaches.	 For more information, please visit: 
http://erc.europa.eu/funding-and-grants 	
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European Students’ Forum (AEGEE)

AEGEE is one of the biggest students’ organisations that promotes cooperation, 
communication and integration amongst young people in Europe. It counts around 
13.000 members, active in more than 200 university cities in 40 European countries. 

Democracy and Human Rights Education in Europe (DARE)

DARE stands for Democracy and Human Rights Education in Europe. The DARE 
Network consists of 48 member organisations from 26 countries in Europe.

European Association of Distance Teaching Universities (EADTU) 

EADTU is the Europe’s leading institutional association for online, flexible and 
distance higher education. It has a membership of 15 institutions and 14 national 
associations across 25 nations covering over 200 universities and around 3 million 
students across Europe.

European Association for the Education of Adults (EAEA)

EAEA is a European NGO with 123 member organisations from 42 countries 
working in the fields of adult learning. It promotes adult learning and the widening 
of access and participation in formal, non-formal and informal adult education for 
all, particularly for groups currently under-represented.

European Association for practitioner Research on Improving Learning (EAPRIL)

EAPRIL is a non-profit organisation that bridges practice and research and aims 
to cross the boundaries between education and working life. It gathers about 500 
delegates from across Europe with 7 L&D related networks at its annual conference.

European Association of Regional and Local Authorities for Lifelong Learning 
(EARLALL)

The European Association of Regional and Local Authorities for Lifelong Learning 
currently includes the co-operation of 16 regional and local authorities aiming to 
influence EU policy and to co-operate in projects in the field of lifelong learning.

European Council of National Association of Independent Schools (ECNAIS)

ECNAIS is an association founded in 1988 which aims at supporting and pursuing the 
values embedded in a democratic approach to pluralism in the national educational 
systems, and the respect of the parental choice.

European Council for Steiner Waldorf Education (ECSWE)

ECSWE consists of 26 national Waldorf Associations representing some 700 schools 
in Europe. They count more than 2000 kindergartens and around 600 institutions 
for curative education. 

European Distance and E-Learning Network (EDEN)

EDEN exists to share knowledge and improve understanding amongst professionals 
in distance and e-learning and to promote policy and practice across the whole of 
Europe and beyond. It counts with more than 200 institutional members and over 
1200 members in Europe.

European NGOs



EU GUIDE /// LIFELONG LEARNING PLATFORM - p. 50

European Educational Exchanges - Youth for Understanding (EEE-YFU)

Youth for Understanding (EEE-YFU) is the umbrella for national YFU organisations 
in Europe and currently has 29 member organisations. EEE-YFU provides exchange 
programmes for 15 to 18 year old students in more than 50 countries worldwide.

European Federation for Education and Culture (EFEC)

EFEC is a federation gathering non-religious educative associations from 8 European 
countries. It represents the European branch of the International Teaching, Education 
and Popular Culture League that gathers 20 organisations worldwide. 

European Forum for Freedom in education (effe)

EFFE is an NGO in the field of education, it gathers people from more than 20 
countries, from public and private schools and with various teaching method views. 
It was designed as a forum in which all current issues concerning education at 
primary and secondary level can be discussed.

European Federation for Intercultural Learning (EFIL)

EFIL is the umbrella organisation of 28 AFS organisations in Europe. AFS’s activities 
include the long-term secondary school-based exchanges of students in order to 
promote intercultural learning and active citizenship. 

European Forum of Technical and Vocational Education and Training (EfVET)

Founded in 1991, EfVET is a unique European-wide professional association which 
has been created by and for providers of technical and vocational education and 
training. It consists of 1500 member associations and institutions.

European Parents’ Association (EPA)

EPA gathers the parents associations in Europe which together represent more than 
150 million parents. EPA works in partnership both to represent and give parents a 
powerful voice in the development of education policies and decisions at EU level.

European School Heads Association (ESHA)

ESHA is a professional organisation for European school heads within primary and 
secondary education. Represented by one or more organisations in each European 
country, it aims to provide an exchange platform where its members can identify, 
share and promote best practice in school leadership across Europe.

Erasmus Student Network (ESN)

ESN is one of the biggest non-profit interdisciplinary student associations in Europe, 
founded in 1989 for supporting and developing student exchange. It brings together 
13.500 members from 460 local sections in 37 countries. 

European Students Union (ESU)

ESU is an umbrella organisation of 47 National Union of Students from 39 countries. 
ESU acts in representing, defending and strengthening students’ educational, 
democratic and political and social rights in Europe.

European University College Association (EucA) 

EucA works to promote the excellence of university halls of residence, to create 
an international network among university halls of residence, promote cultural ex-
changes and so to encourage active citizenship among young people. It represents 
around 30 000 students and 194 halls of residence in 10 countries.

European University Continuing Education Network (EUCEN)

EUCEN is the largest European multidisciplinary Association in University Lifelong 
Learning. It is an international non-governmental non-profit making  organisation 
which gathers 183 members from 35 countries. 
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European University Foundation - Campus Europae (EUF-CE)

EUF-CE is a network of 20 European Universities aiming at strengthening and 
accelerating the development of the sphere of European education by establishing 
examples of concrete cooperation.

European Network for Education and Training (EUNET)

EUNET wants to spread the European Idea to teenagers and adults. It has the goal 
to intensify the experience-exchange, to increase the quality of the offers, to de-
velop and distribute methodical-didactic materials as well as simulations. It is a 
network and has 61 members (NGOs) in 20 countries. 

European Association of Institutions in Higher Education (EURASHE)

EURASHE is the European Association of Higher Education Institutions that offer 
professionally oriented programmes and are engaged in applied and profession-
related research within the Bologna cycles. It gathers about 1.100 higher education 
institutions in 40 countries within and outside the European Higher Education Area. 

European Association of History Educators (EUROCLIO)

EUROCLIO, the European Association of History Educators, promotes a responsible 
and innovative teaching of history based on multi-perspectivity, critical thinking, 
mutual respect, and the inclusion of controversial issues. It represents a network of 
44 member associations and 15 associated members from 52 countries.

European Vocational Training Association (EVTA)

EVTA is a vocational training network which comprises 27 members from 14 
European countries, representing thousands of national training centres and, in 
certain cases, national employment services.

European Federation of Professional Circus Schools (FEDEC)

Founded in 1998, FEDEC is a network of 41 professional circus schools and 14 circus 
arts organisations located in 24 different countries. FEDEC’s main vocation is to 
support the development and evolution of pedagogy and creation in the field of 
circus arts education.

European Federation for Catholic Adult Education (FEECA)

FEECA represents Catholic adult education on a European level. It aims to 
contribute in furthering both European integration and international cooperation, 
based on faith in freedom and a democratic order. It gathers 9 national umbrella-
organsisations of catholic adult education.

Foundation of European Regions for Research in Education and Training (FREREF)

FREREF promotes concrete interregional cooperation in the field of lifelong learning. 
It has 15 member Regions and 3 member Institutions, and cooperates regularly 
with some 20 other Regions, as well as with national and European institutions and 
agencies.

International Federation of Training Centres for the promotion of new education 
(FICEMEA)

FICEMEA aims to federate the action of its member organisations in order to 
promote active training methods as widely as possible and to contribute to the 
evolution of educative and social practices all over the world.

International Association of Educating cities (IAEC)

Founded in 1994, IAEC is a non-profit association, constituted as a permanent 
collaborative structure uniting local governments committed to the Charter of 
Educating Cities, which is the road map of the cities that comprise it. IAEC has 478 
member cities in 36 countries on all continents.



EU GUIDE /// LIFELONG LEARNING PLATFORM - p. 52

International Language Association (ICC)

ICC groups professionals from all areas of language education and intercultural 
communication promoting excellence in the teaching and learning of languages 
by defining professional standards and disseminating these standards and practice 
to the widest possible public. It represents 25 members located in 12 countries 
worldwide.

International Sport and Culture Association (ISCA)

ISCA is an organisation bringing together sport, culture and youth organisations. 
With more than 191 affiliated organisations and more than 40 million individual 
members worldwide from 65 countries that share the idea that everyone should be 
able to participate in international activities.

MENON Network

MENON is a European research and innovation network, working since 15 years to 
foster and smoothen innovation processes in areas such as education and lifelong 
learning, international S&T cooperation, knowledge society, social inclusion.

Organising Bureau of European School Student Unions (OBESSU)

Founded in 1975, OBESSU is a platform for cooperation between national school 
student unions active in general secondary and secondary vocational education. It 
brings together 24 national associations in 19 European countries.

SOLIDAR

SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 NGOs based in 27 countries working to 
advance social justice in Europe and worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns of 
its member organisations to the EU and international institutions across the policy 
sectors social affairs, international cooperation and lifelong learning.

Telecentre Europe (TE)

Telecentre Europe represents publicly funded telecentres/telecentre networks, ICT 
learning centres, adult education centres and libraries across Europe where children 
and adults can access the Internet, learn digital skills and keep up do date with 
technology and community developments. 

Universal Education Foundation (UEF)

The Universal Education Foundation promotes Learning for Well-being (L4WB), 
forming a community of individuals and organisations gathered around ​a vision of 
inclusive and supportive societies where children, young people and adults respect 
each other as competent partners and help each other realise their unique potential 
throughout their lives.

Youth for Exchange and Understanding (YEU)

YEU is an international youth led organisation working on mainstreaming youth 
issues in society by encouraging development of young people’s competences 
by using non-formal education and youth work as tools. It is a network of 34 
organisations in 25 countries in Europe and North Africa.

VOLONTEUROPE Network

Volonteurope is an international network promoting the values and principles of 
volunteering, active citizenship and social justice at local, regional, national and 
European level, both in the Member States of the European Union and the Council 
of Europe.
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